
Draft Minutes
Town of Brookline Selectboard

Wednesday June 19, 2019, 6:30 PM

Present:
Selectboard: David Jones (Chair), Gwen Tanza, Joseph Dutton, Bruce Mello, Shelby Brimmer
Members of the Public:  Kerry Bourne, Beatrice Birch, Audrey Brown, David Parker, Lee Anne Parker, Gary 
Lavorgna, Guy Tanza (Town Clerk, Videographer), Peter Barus (Recorder)

Call the meeting to order
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM.

Review changes to agenda if any
Correspondence requiring signatures
Table EMP Compliance discussion

Scheduled members of the public
Beatrice Birch, Inner Fire

Unscheduled members of the public
Mr. Lavorgna reported no response to date from the Act 250 Commission or the Fire Marshall.

Approve Minutes from June 5, 2019 Meeting
Mr. Jones moved to approve the minutes for June 5, 2019, as corrected. Second by Mr. Mello. 
All in Favor.

New Business
Sign Letter for Municipal Grants-In-Aid Program
Mr. Jones noted that signatures are needed by July on the Letter of Intent for Municipal Grants-
In-Aid funding, a grant for erosion control in connection with the Clean Water Act.

Mr. Jones moved that the Selectboard sign and approve the Letter of Intent for Municipal Grants-
In-Aid. Second by Ms. Brimmer. All in Favor.

Inner Fire
Ms. Birch and Ms. Brown were introduced. Mr. Jones explained the procedures for discussion, 
and asked if members had specific questions. Hearing none, the floor was opened for discussion. 

Ms. Birch recounted a story about a person who wanted to stop taking prescription medications, 
as the original inspiration and purpose of “Inner Fire”. 

Mr. Lavorgna reported responding to an emergency call from an automatic fire alarm at the 
facility, in a building he had not known existed; doors were locked; a key-holder was found on 
site; the call had been initiated from a pull-station; the Chief from NewBrook and Engine 3, had 
had to stay in middle of the road when they attempted to drive to the building; Chief Wynot had 
entered the building and found no numbers on doors; Mr. Lavorgna noted that first-responders 
had been surprised at conditions about which they had not been informed. 

Mr. Jones asked if there were residents in the building since January, and if there was a 
Certificate of Occupancy. Ms. Birch responded that residents have been in the building since 
Inner Fire was licensed as a “TCR” and that there was a Certificate.

Mr. Lavorgna noted that he had not been made aware of these developments. Ms. Brown asked 
how notice was supposed to be given.
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Mr. Jones explained that adjustments to the access road had been required; Mr. Lavorgna 
reported that according to his photographs they had not been made. There was discussion. Mr. 
Tanza reported that the access road had not been signed off, to date; that the culvert was to be 
moved first. 

Ms. Birch said that the required changes had been made. Mr. Tanza explained that these matters 
must be signed off before permits take effect. Ms. Birch suggested that the contractor, Mr. 
McPhail, was supposed to have taken care of that, and that she would communicate with him.

Mr. Jones will ask Mr. Bills to look into the access road issues. 

It was noted that Mr. Lavorgna had sent messages to the Act 250 Commission and the Fire 
Marshall, without response for four weeks.

Mr. Birch asserted that she had cooperated fully to the best of her knowledge, as had been 
intended.

Mr. Jones asked if it was true that no room numbers were on doors in the building. Ms. Birch 
confirmed this and explained that the “seekers” (patients or clients of Inner Fire) were installing 
the door numbers.

Mr. Parker reported encounters with unsupervised clients over years, having some pleasant 
encounters and some troubling ones; that the Inner Fire literature says they are never outside 
unsupervised; and yet there were many such encounters. He reported that one person on the road 
had been screaming obscenities, and he had no way to know whether this was one of Ms. Birch’s
clients, or how they might react when taken off prescribed psychiatric medications. He described
late night calls about missing clients, asking him to “keep them there” if seen; and emphasized 
that this is not a good position to be in just because of living close by. He suggested that it would 
be good if the community could be certain that clients were accompanied when off the Inner Fire
premises.

Mr. Jones asked whether there circumstances under which clients are allowed out alone. Ms. 
Birch described 8:00 AM to 8:30 AM daily walks to the end of Parker Road during which some 
clients walk ahead, and asserted that she is always aware of where they are; and explained that 
for the first three months they are not allowed to walk alone, and after that some are allowed to 
walk alone.

Ms. Brown asserted that clients no longer cross Grassy Brook Road, but are still walking on 
Parker Road.

Mr. Jones asked about client to staff ratios. Ms. Birch responded that three clients are 
accompanied by five staff for morning walks.

Mr. Jones asked about cases where clients are outside alone, after three months and with 
permission. 

Mr. Parker described a person loudly shouting obscenities over and over, when children and 
families are nearby.

Ms. Birch discussed a red house.   

Mr. Jones asked if there were any reason for clients to walk down Parker Road routinely. Ms. 
Birch described this as part of their therapeutic routine. Mr. Jones asked if there was not adequate
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space to walk on the Inner Fire property. Ms. Birch cited ticks in the woods, and asserted that it 
was a public road with no one living on it.

Ms. Brimmer discussed being alone in her home when people walk by and the dogs bark; and 
discussed having neighbor who has a guest who walks by, screaming, suggesting that they have 
rights, and that she also has a right to call police; that there are boundaries, and when a person 
feels unsafe, they can call authorities; and noted that Inner Fire is not a locked facility, and 
suggested that more communication with the community might alleviate their quite reasonable 
fears. Ms. Brimmer cited a disturbing call from Inner Fire requesting, “if you see this person, 
please keep them...”

Mr. Parker reported that he had found a client chest-deep in his pond, and cited questions of 
liability; and noted that the beavers in that pond were upset and could bite. He suggested that the 
sincerity in the work is beside the point, that there are real questions of safety, and that anything 
that reduces these concerns would be helpful.

Ms. Parker discussed her difficulty with the idea that there is a neighbor who has patients coming
off psychiatric medications roaming the area, and not knowing which medications or what 
behaviors to expect; that she had never considered locking doors in Brookline; and her need for 
assurances that these events can and will be stopped.

Mr. Bourne reported concerns about the freedom that the patients have and where he has seen 
them, emerging on public roads and on other private property. 

Mr. Jones suggested that Ms. Birch address the safety concerns raised.

Mr. Birch asked that she be called directly about concerns or uncertainties; and discussed a rule 
that patients do not go on private land on penalty of being asked to leave. She noted that Inner 
Fire is starting its fifth year in September with few incidents, that so far twenty-five people have 
“reclaimed their lives”, that this is “a good record”; that it was “very unusual what happened the 
other day, the person had to leave.”

Mr. Dutton suggested that most local residents support the overall mission of Inner Fire; and that 
a lack of communication accounts for most fears; that it is not in the Selectboard’s purview to 
make rules for the administration of Inner Fire; and asked that phone numbers, etc. be provided.

Ms. Birch provided copies of brochures and discussed a monthly open-house.

Mr. Dutton further suggested communication with the Fire Department and the Town, reiterating 
that most issues stem from lack of communication.

Mr. Mello expressed concurrence with Mr. Dutton and Ms. Brimmer, noting that neighbors 
should have good communication; that the Town has an issue if persons supposedly under 
supervision are allowed to wander off; that neighbors should call each other for any question or 
problem; that safety is paramount.

Mr. Tanza cited Ms. Birch’s reference to pharmaceutical companies and observed that they are 
not at issue; that Brookline is a town of five hundred thirty people who expect to enjoy 
tranquility; that having people screaming in the road is unnerving and violates people’s rights; 
and cited an incident in which one of the clients had come to the Town Offices alleging being 
held against their will. He suggested that the Town should have some kind of alert system when a
person goes missing; and asked if any were dangerous or on drugs.
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Ms. Birch explained a policy that violence is unacceptable and that clients have to fill in a form 
about violence in their personal history; and that in the incident cited, the person had not been at 
Inner Fire more than three hours and was not a “seeker” at Inner Fire; and that nobody is held 
against their will. 

Mr. Tanza noted many concerns are brought to the Town Clerk, and suggested that there must be 
a better form of communication; that there are a lot of rumors; that children in carriages from the 
daycare center also use the public roads; and that incidents are happening that are making people 
alarmed.

Ms. Brown explained that Inner Fire is wrapping up its fourth year; that it is maturing as an 
organization; and that “we” can be assured that these incidents are being addressed.

The Chair thanked Ms. Birch and Ms. Brown. 

Old Business
Bear Issue
Mr. Mello discussed the problem of a bear getting into the dumpster at SLP, noting that he had 
asked for another dumpster with a good lid; that the bear has not yet gotten the lid completely 
off. Mr. Mello had been trying to reach Mr. Bloom to clean this up and address the pending 
health issue with trash going into the stream, suggesting that when the problem is corrected, a 
team of volunteers is needed rake out the trash with Mr. Bloom’s help.

There was discussion, that the bin is too damaged to be secured.

Mr. Dutton suggested that the time has come to deal with the bear effectively, and that the Town 
contact the relevant authorities. Mr. Mello showed pictures of the bear at the dumpster. It was 
noted that the bear is entering the school yard during daytime. There was discussion.

Mr. Dutton will speak with the Warden on behalf of the Selectboard.

SLP Building Update
Mr. Mello hand called Mr. Bovat to service the system because it “went red”; and Mr. Bloom to 
look at a limb over the playground that should be removed. He reported that the floor is done, 
just trim to be completed; that the project is close to budget at $628.92 for the floor, with the 
thresholds done; that he had checked the septic tank, a flush not needed, just a change of filters 
and check in six months. He showed pictures of, and discussed, a rental lift that can be towed.

SLP Water System
Mr. Jones reported that Ms. Maggio had found the original letter from Patrick Smart after a site 
visit in 2017 that led to hiring Beck to design the secondary system; he will communicate with 
Smart to discuss this; it was unclear whether a previous design might still have to be 
implemented; he might be able to get a new site visit; the system got changed because the old 
one was inoperable; clarity is needed. 

Mr. Jones suggested that a resolution will not be attained before July 3, so will notify the relevant
agency of the existing deficiency, and file that they were notified; 

There was discussion of the water permit; that to resolve the deficiency it may be necessary to 
talk with Mr. Smart; that there has been a permit the whole time despite the deficiency.
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Mr. Mello noted that the notice from two years ago was just unearthed; and suggested that the 
Town could spend $4,200.00 on another engineering firm if expediency is the issue; that the state
document says it needs to be finished; that work is held up on the building while this is being 
addressed.

EMP compliance for SLP Building – Tabled

Road Equipment Purchase Committee Update
Mr. Dutton reported that meetings have been held, price comparison information will be brought 
to the board; the Committee will have sufficient information soon to reach consensus and make a
recommendation to the Selectboard.

Ms. Brimmer had been asked by a resident when the meeting was, (no residents had attended); 
next meeting is scheduled for the 27th.

Summary / Update / Reports
Guy Tanza – Town Clerk Report
Mr. Tanza reported that the office had been busy; that as of the July first deadline, the fee goes 
from ten to fifteen dollars a page (by state mandate); many have been visiting the office, 
including the “251 club” seeking Town Clerk autographs from all 251 offices statewide; that the 
book project has begun hand-entry as there are no more documents that can be scanned, and 
where the books can’t be opened, professional archivists will be needed; that there are funds on 
hand for this; that some trees fell; that it is the end of the Fiscal Year; new year, new budget, new
ideas.

Highways & Roads
Guy Tanza – Road Commissioner Report
Mr. Tanza noted communications from Marion Majors (WRC) regarding Bell Engineering; with 
Mr. Bloom regarding the property access road, he understand that the cemetery is not his land; 
with the Transportation Department, to ask if Mr. Bloom’s access road would interfere with the 
culvert (no problems cutting off some of the guard rail). Crack sealing will start when data 
arrives from Ms. Zwick; it was noted that oil prices are up.

Mr. Mello asked that the wood chips for the school be coordinated with Mr. Bloom; Mr. Tanza 
noted that there are other sources for chips delivery, and it is the busy season for Mr. Bloom.

It was noted that the school vote was defeated by a large percentage; the next vote will be on July
16th, on Windham withdrawing from the WCSU.

Mr. Tanza reported $8,000.00 to $9,000.00 collected for delinquent taxes and dog licenses.

Page 5 of 7



Draft Minutes
Town of Brookline Selectboard

Wednesday June 19, 2019, 6:30 PM

Communications
Regular Mail
Two items requiring signature: 

• Bell Contract from Ms. Major (WRC)
• Driveway Access Permit for Thomas Bloom.

There was discussion; that the Town takes responsibility for the culvert henceforward (Bloom 
access).

Mr. Dutton moved to authorize the Chair to sign the Contract for the salt shed with Bell 
Engineering. Second by Ms. Tanza. All in Favor.

Pay Orders
ITEM AMOUNT

Payroll Warrant #2019-49 dated 6/10/19 in the amount of: $2,020.82

A/P Warrant # 2019-48 dated 6/19/19 in the amount of: $8,977.71

Mr. Jones noted that the Payroll Warrant had been signed, only the A/P Warrant needed signature.

Mr. Jones moved to approve Payroll Warrant #2019-49 dated 6/10/19. Second by Mr. Mello. All 
in Favor.

Mr. Mello provided the bills from the school project.

Ms. Brimmer discussed a stray dog bill.

Mr. Jones moved to approve A/P Warrant # 2019-48 6/19/19 in the amount of $8,977.71. Second 
by Mr. Dutton. All in Favor.

Set agenda for the next meeting – Wednesday July 3, 2019
Mr. Jones discussed canceling the meeting as it is the night before the Fourth and not all 
members will be available; no pending urgent matters; Mr. Jones is available; three is a Quorum.

Mr. Dutton observed, “What better way to celebrate our Democracy than to participate in the 
conduct of our municipal affairs.”

Mr. Mello asked that the budget be discussed next meeting; there was discussion of necessary 
tree work.

Mr. Jones moved that the July 23rd, 2019 meeting be canceled. Second by Ms. Tanza. Passed 
with one abstention.
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Agenda for July 17th 
• SLP building update
• Bear issue update
• End of year budget review
• Water system
• Road Purchase Committee
• EMP Compliance Update
• Speeding on Grassy Brook Road (resident concerns)

Adjournment
Ms. Tanza moved to Adjourn. Second by Ms. Brimmer. All in Favor.

The meeting was Adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Peter Barus, Recording Clerk, June 22nd, 2019
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