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BROOKLINE SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES – JUNE 11, 2014  FINAL 

 

Members Present:   Bernardine Hoard, James Rogers, Dorothy Maggio, Bruce Mello, Michael O'Donnell 

 Others Present: Jeff Putnam, Long View Forest; Mark Bills, Archie Clark, Beatrice Birch, Tom Kavet, 

Shannon Meckle 

  

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Bernardine Hoard, Chair. 

2. Minutes:  

The minutes of May 28, 2014 were reviewed. Jim Rogers noted that  under Road Commissioner, he noted 

he’d hired an engineer, but no work has been done yet.  Dorothy Maggio made a motion to accept the 

minutes of May 28. The motion was seconded by Mike O’Donnell. The motion carried unanimously. 

The minutes of the June 3, 2014 Site Visit minutes were reviewed. A motion was made by Mike O’Donnell 

and seconded by James Rogers to accept the minutes. The motion carried unanimously. 

3. Members of the Public:  

A.  Jeff Putnam of Long View Forest was present to talk to the town about a forestry project abutting 

the Windmill Hill Trail.  The way to bring the timber out of the woods is down the trail.  He noted 

he’d met with Mark Bills. He outlined changes that would need to be made in order to access the 

trail. The Board reviewed the map. Discussion ensued regarding the impact of this project. James 

Rogers noted his concerns as Road Commissioner, such as restoration and the liability of having 

recreational users on the trail during logging.  Jeff Putnam noted they were planning on re-closing 

the trail after the work is complete.  Warning signs can be put up warning trail users of the logging 

operation.  Mark Bills felt that anything done on the trail will be an improvement. James Rogers 

felt that if the company was willing to put up a bond to ensure adequate clean up, he would be 

okay with it. It was clarified that the logs wouldn’t be dragged down the trail, but carried by a 

forwarder.  Guy Tanza asked what the hours and days of operation would be. Jeff Putnam noted it 

would most likely be 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 or 5:00 p.m., a maximum of six days per week. Discussion 

ensued regarding issuance of a bond. Jeff Putnam will discuss with Jack Bell, Operations Manager. 

An insurance certificate would be required. A motion was made by Mike O’Donnell to allow access 

to the Windmill Hill Trail for this project with the conditions listed. The motion was seconded by 

James Rogers. The motion carried unanimously.  

B.  Archie Clark was present to discuss his disagreement with the Greer Road minutes. He noted that 

a discussion of throwing up the road was never held by the prior Selectboard. He noted that 

they'd discussed reclassifying the road, but never discussed throwing up the road. He noted that 

the expense of keeping it a Class 3 was beyond the town’s budget and so they put it to a vote at 
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town meeting.  He encouraged the Board to contact him with any questions.  He noted his hopes 

for moving forward positively. A brief discussion ensued regarding the specifics of Greer Road. 

A motion was made by Bernardine Hoard to amend the agenda to allow discussion of Old Business before 

New Business. The motion was seconded by Bruce Mello. The motion carried unanimously. 

4. Old Business: 

Bruce Mello reported that he made an additional complaint against Martin’s dog as he almost hit them in 

the road at night.  

Dorothy Maggio noted that she talked with Nancy Caldwell who is glad to take over as Animal Control 

Officer. They will go to the Humane Society for training and Dorothy will work with her. She also noted 

that Nancy will be away for two weeks and Dorothy will fill in during her absence. 

Bruce Mello recused himself due to his interest in the situation. 

Dorothy made a motion to appoint Nancy Caldwell to the Animal control Officer Position. The motion was 

seconded by Mike O’Donnell.  The motion carried with four in favor. 

Dorothy questioned the process of collecting fines for violations of the town ordinance. Guy Tanza gave an 

overview of the process for unlicensed dogs and related fines.  

A motion was made by Bernardine Hoard to move back to New Business under the Agenda to allow for 

Somara Zwick to present to the Board. The motion was seconded by Mike O’Donnell. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

5. New Business: 

Somara Zwick was present to present the calculations for figuring the FY 2014-2015 tax rate. She went 

over the various forms and figures. (See attached.) She noted that the rate has steadily decreased. 

Discussion ensued regarding education funding.  She explained breaking out town figures from highway 

figures. 

A motion was made by Dorothy Maggio to set the tax rate at 0.2737. The motion was seconded by Bruce 

Mello. The motion carried unanimously. 

Somara Zwick also requested an hourly increase for the Assistant Treasurer position.  She noted it’s been a 

challenge to keep qualified people as assistants with the current pay.  She noted she was not proposing an 

increase in the budget line item, but hourly only, effective July 1.  The Assistant Treasurer's hours wouldn’t 

increase the budget item.  She’d be doing more work in less time.  Bruce Mello made a motion to change 

the Assistant Treasurer's hourly rate to $14.00 per hour.  The motion was seconded by Dorothy Maggio.   

Discussion: Somara noted that the books will be closed June 30.  After 60 days, the final close will be done 

to allow for delinquent taxes to come in.  Auditors will be reviewing records earlier than in the past. She 

also noted that she’s hoping for the education tax rate in time for sending out tax bills in time. 
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The motion carried unanimously. 

 

School: Mike O’Donnell requested discussion on the school building.  The School Board will meet 
tomorrow.  The RED District vote did not go through and it was recommended to the Board that they hold 
off on the special town meeting.  It was noted that there was interest in the building from its current 
occupant. James felt that the Board should put in an offer for $1.00.  Dorothy noted that WCSU has stated 
that the purchase of the building would trigger the $137,000.00 bond. It was suggested that the Board 
send a letter to the School Board reiterating their interest. Frank Rucker did state in an email that if the 
Town purchased the building, it would trigger the liability of the $137,000, but if the school kept the 
building, it would exonerate the School District of the $137,000.  Mike suggested writing a letter to the 
Governor, stating that the Board needs an answer on this issue.  Guy suggested sending to the 
Department of Education and suggested having Selectboard representation at the meeting tomorrow.  
Discussion ensued. James noted that there needs to be a legal opinion on this issue. The documents need 
to be reviewed.   Mark Bills noted that even at $137,000, the building is worth more than the debt. 
 
Dorothy Maggio offered to draft a letter to share with the School Board tomorrow night.  A motion was 
made by James Rogers and seconded by Bruce Mello to authorize the Chair of the Board to sign the letter 
on behalf of the Board.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
6. Old Business: 
 
Greer Road:  Mike noted that the suggestion to have a portion of the road be Class 3 was a good idea.  
Tom Kavet thanked the Board for their work. He noted that access to the other side of the bridge would 
be great. They would not like to see a whole lot of development on the other side, as far as widening and 
spending lots of money on the road. He noted they were in agreement with the plan to utilize State 
money on the Class 3 portion. If kept a Class 3 road, the State will fund 90% of the cost of bridge.  The 
landowners don’t have an issue with turning it to a Class 4 past the bridge.  Discussion ensued regarding 
an easement for the purpose of a turnaround.  The landowners stated they’d be happy to work with the 
town but would want input.   
 
The Board noted that Mark Pickering of VTrans is going to try to communicate with Montpelier and try 
and postpone the automatic Class 4 designation on January 3 and let the state know that the town is 
making an effort.   
 
Next steps were discussed. A plan has to be in place by January 3. James Rogers will be following up with 
the portable bridges.  At the July 9 meeting, the Board will set a date for a hearing as  updated information 
should be available by then. 
 
Emergency Health Order:  Bernardine Hoard reported that she has written an Emergency Health Order for 
86 Merrill Drive. Bernardine will write the report and present evidence, and the Sheriff’s Department will 
serve the order. She noted that  she had talked with the State but they indicated that she  has to issue the 
order. 
 
The board reviewed and signed the Emergency Health Order. 
 
Dorothy asked whether the Town Run on the 23rd could be put on the calendar. She will email the 

information to Guy. 
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Discussion ensued regarding the Cemetery Commission meetings. Dorothy will let the Commissioner know 

they need to warn the meeting.  

Church Committee:  Bruce Mello reported that they hadn’t met yet, but will report back to the Board.  

Salt: Dorothy Maggio reported that an email was received noting that orders need to be in by June 20 in 

order to join the Towns’ bulk pricing.  

Dorothy notified the Board about a Webinar on Governmental Accounting. Discussion ensued about 

whether Board members are receiving the emails.  

Dorothy reported back on her attendance at Court. She felt the attorneys presented a good case. 

6.  Pay Orders & Correspondence:    

 The Board reviewed and signed the Pay Orders. 

Payroll Warrant #47: 1,027.52 

Accounts Payable Warrant #46: $13,986.58  

Mike O’Donnell made a motion to approve Pay Warrant #46. Seconded by James Rogers.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

Mike O’Donnell made a motion to approve Payroll Warrant #47. Seconded by Dorothy Maggio.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

Separate Pay Order for James Rogers:  Discussion ensued regarding the Conflict of Interest Policy and 

whether the work was authorized. A motion was made by Bernardine Hoard to approve the pay order this 

time, with the understanding that it doesn’t happen again without authorization first. The motion was 

seconded by Mike O’Donnell.  The motion carried with Mike O’Donnell, Bruce Mello and Bernardine Hoard 

in favor. James Rogers and Dorothy Maggio abstained. 

 The Board will put the discussion on the next agenda. 

Correspondence: 

 Letter from WCSD with contract. 

 Letter from Fitts Olson & Giddings 

 VTrans – FEMA reimbursement notification 

 Rescue, Inc. letter 

7.  Set Agenda for June 25, 2014: 

 Conflict of Interest Policy & Purchase Policy 

 Driveway Access Permit 

 School 
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 Unlicensed Dog Report 

Bernardine noted that If anyone thinks of anything, they can email her. 

8. Adjourn: 

A motion was made by Mike O’Donnell and seconded by Bruce Mello to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 p.m.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Shannon Meckle 
Selectboard Clerk  


