
Brookline Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
DRAFT 

November 16, 2016 
 
In Attendance: 
 
Selectboard Members:  Dorothy Maggio, Stanley Noga, Gwen Tanza and Bruce Mello. 
Other Town Officials and Members of the Public:  Guy Tanza Town Clerk/Camera man, Archie 
Clark Road Commissioner, Mark Bills Road Foreman and Somara Zwick Treasurer. 
 
Meeting Call to Order: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm by Dorothy Maggio  
 
Agenda Additions, Deletions, Changes: 
 
Bruce Mello asked to add under New Business time to discuss the Community Funds Account. 
Dot Maggio asked to add under Old Business the Rabbit Run request for April 8, 2017 from 
Timpson Hill Preschool in Newfane. 
SLDC swing set 
 
Review and Approval of Prior Selectboard Minutes: 
 
October 19, 2016 minutes were reviewed and amended to correct typos and clarification issues. 
Stan Noga made a motion to accept the amended minutes of October 19, 2016.  Gwen Tanza 
seconded the motion.  No further discussion.  All voted in favor of accepting the amended 
minutes of October 19, 2016 
 
November 2, 2016 minutes were reviewed and amended to correct typos and clarification 
issues.  Stan Noga made a motion to accept the amended minutes of November 2, 2016. 
Bruce Mello seconded the motion.  No further discussion.  All voted in favor of accepting the 
amended minutes of November 2, 2016.  
 
Scheduled Members of the Public: 
 
David Jones did not attend the meeting, however Dot Maggio relayed his message from his 
email that the WSWMD was going to keep operating the recycling in the area and the bins on 
Grassy Brook Road will remain.  
 
Unscheduled members of the Public: 
 
None Present 
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Dot Maggio made a motion to change the agenda and discuss New Business before Old 
Business because Somara Zwick was not yet in attendance. 
Bruce Mello seconded the motion to discuss New Business before Old Business.  No 
discussion.  All voted in favor of hearing New Business. 
 
New Business: 
 
Road Commissioner/Road Foreman Report 
 
Mark Bills and Bruce Mello discussed the email from Sally Fegley regarding the road and 
shoulder work done in front of her home and under her mailbox.  Bruce described what he 
observed when he went down to Sally’s house to check on her complaint. Bruce felt the work 
was done properly.  He did say he responded to the email.  Dot Maggio also responded to Sally 
and explained how the Post Mistress in Newfane had warned the town that local delivery would 
be halted at those homes where the shoulder was not filled in near mailboxes.  Any damage to 
Sally’s Hosta plants would be evaluated in the spring with an offer from Dot to share Hosta 
cuttings with Sally. 
 
Mark Bills brought up the need to fill the hole on the South side of Grassy Brook Road that was 
made by the logging being done by the Holton Tree Farm. The hole needs to be filled in before 
winter.  Archie Clark noted that the job might be vacated at this time.  Going North, the 
pavement is also crumbling due to the equipment.  Guy Tanza offered to take photographs of 
the area and he will call Joe Holton.  It would take about 4 or 5 yards of material compacted into 
the holes to make it safe before winter.  By the next board meeting we will know if it is done by 
the logging company or if the Town will repair it. 
 
Bruce Mello noted that he was very happy with the amount of paving that was done this year. 
Over 3 miles of the 8 mile Grassy Brook Road was done. Discussion followed about paving the 
hill and curve going up Putney Mountain Road, and areas on Hill Road.  Harris Hill is in good 
condition as it does not get much traffic.  Mark Bills estimated that about 3/10th of a mile on 
Putney Mnt Road needs to be done and about a mile on Hill Road. 
Guy Tanza noted a complaint was received about a pothole by DuCharme's corner.  
The Highway Budget is increased through taxation $25,000.00 a year.  This year prices were 
low, and the town received a Highway grant of $175,000.00.  
 
Archie Clark told the selectboard that Sand/Salt Shed Grant that was applied for will be 
announced in January.  He hopes the timeframe will work well with budget planning but wishes 
it would be announced earlier.  
 
Archie also discussed several other Grants and said that besides the $175,000.00 Highway 
paving grant which has already been received, the paperwork for the Better Roads grant for 
Parker road is being finished.  The Athens Road project will be done in the next couple of 
weeks.  
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Archie reviewed the 10 culverts that were installed this year.  Eight on Grassy Brook Road, one 
on Ellen Ware Road and one on Putney Mountain Road.  The failing culvert by Stankowitz 
which was patched flat with paving is still a concern.  If the culvert compression continues into 
spring with run off flow restricted in that area the road could collapse and the road will have to 
be closed.  An emergency grant would be applied for with 90% of the cost of the box culvert 
covered in the grant.  On the other hand Archie noted that there is Bond money available from 
when the bridge by Putney Mountain Road was built.  The town received a grant and paid for 
most of the work.  The extra unspent bond money is being paid back $10,000.00 annually (plus 
interest / fees )  What is left is about $140,000.00.  A discussion followed about using the 
Bridges/Culvert Bond money for the installation of a box culvert at Stankiewicz.  It might cost 
about $60, 000.00  Somara will research the guidelines for using the unspent bond money on 
this culvert and report back to the selectboard. 
 
Archie Clark asked the board about installing a steel plate in the area.  Approximate cost for the 
plate would be $3,500.00 plus labor charges for installing it.  Discussion followed on the three 
options… 1)  Emergency Grant  2) Culvert/Bridge Bond and 3) Structures Grant. 
 
Gwen Tanza asked Archie for his recommendation.  Archie felt the steel plate would ensure a 
safe roadway for our residents this winter and stop the compression of the old culvert 
temporarily.  The steel plate could be reused in other areas by the town so it would be a good 
investment. 
 
Bruce Mello made a motion to spend up to $5,000.00 to purchase and install the steel plate on 
Grassy Brook Road where the culvert is failing including labor and equipment.  Gwen Tanza 
Seconded the motion.  No further discussion.  All voted in favor of the motion to spend up to 
$5,000.00 to purchase and install a steel plate in Grassy Brook Road. 
 
Dot Maggio asked about the possibility of having Hill Road lined with the reflective paint.  Archie 
will research this in time for the budget.  
Archie Clark also will research the cost of having preventative crack sealing done on the town 
roads to prolong the life of the road surfaces.  This might be a project for next summer. 
 
Guy Tanza asked about the potholes forming in front of the bridge near Cornish property on 
Athens Road.  Mark Bills graded the area last Wednesday but because of the rain and the lack 
of a proper crown for drainage, the pot holes will reform again and again.  Discussion ensued on 
paving an apron area leading  up to and from the cement bridge deck with a crown.  Somara 
Zwick said that this might fit a Better Back Roads Grant.  This repair would be for next summer.  
 
There is another culvert on Grassy Brook Road near Ellen Brown's home that needs to be 
replaced next year.  While the road surface is not showing as many signs of failure, there is 
more water flowing there in the spring and it needs to be replaced with a box culvert. 
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The Selectboard thanked Archie and Mark for all their hard work and for the time spent filling out 
grant application for the town.  It has saved the taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars this 
year alone! 
 
 
Guy Tanza:  Town Update 
 
Guy Tanza thanked the selectboard, Pat Noga, Cynthia Nau and Marsha Omand for their time 
on November 8 2016.  The presidential election saw about 75% of the registered voters turnout. 
Those 296 voters required 16 hours of work from our Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk. 
Somara Zwick noted that Guy and Gwen each donated 4 hours to the town. 
 
Guy Tanza said that he is already planning for Town Meeting Day 2017.  Besides regular Town 
Meeting preparations in the multipurpose room at SLDC he will be setting up Town Hall for the 
Act 46 School Consolidation vote which by law is to be done by Australian Ballot. 
 
The Selectboard thanks Guy Tanza for all of his efforts. 
 
Community Fund 
 
Somara Zwick gave a brief review of the Community Fund Account which currently has 
$2864.95 in it.  Money in this fund mostly came from selling food at NewBrook BINGO. 
 
In the past the money has been used for: 
Thanksgiving Dinner, Green Up Day, Easter Egg Hunt, Scholarship for anyone in town (defray 
cost of sport membership/class/regardless of age) 
No one has applied for a scholarship in the past two years. 
 
The current committee sees in the membership of the Brookline Meeting House Committee the 
same community oriented values as the Community Fund Committee.  The CFC would like to 
pass over to the BMH Advisory Committee the running of community minded projects like the 
recent Halloween Night and future events that would bring the residents of Brookline together. 
Dot Maggio read the Email thread between Joyce Meehl, Archie Clark, Somara Zwick and Peter 
Meyer.  A discussion followed about where the line item would be kept.  Would it be moved to 
the Brookline Meeting House A account under Fund A-3-03-00.00 Community Event Fund? 
Would it have to be voted on at Town Meeting for it to be restricted?  Or can the money remain 
in the NEW Brookline Community C fund account C-1-00-99.00? 
 
Any fund expenditures would still have to be approved through a vote by the Selectboard no 
matter where the $2,864.95 was kept.    Somara offered to research the records to determine if 
a vote at Town Meeting needed to occur.  She will get back to the board at the next meeting; 
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Dot Maggio made a motion to table the discussion about the Community Fund Account until the 
next meeting on December 7th.  Stan Noga seconded the motion.  Brief discussion about 
December 7th being a budget meeting followed.  A vote was taken and all were in favor of the 
motion.  The Community Fund Account discussion will be placed on the agenda for December 
7, 2016. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Somara Zwick:  SLDC school Budget 
 

Glad to report that the School Building account is in the BLACK by $1,666.98 at this 
time. 
 

The boiler has been serviced by Seth Stewart.  We are awaiting the paperwork and 
invoice. 
 
SLDC Insurance discussion ensued.  Currently the building is insured Guaranteed 
Replacement Value of $837,000.00.  Somara Zwick will ask for two quotes on the 
building for $400 to $500K and $500 to $600K.  Stan Noga explained that commercial 
building costs are higher than residential building costs.  Somara will find out what a 
realistic commercial cost would be by pinning down the insurance company.  What can 
$500,000.00 get the town for a rebuild in the case of a loss?  Stan offered to look up 
some information and email Somara.  A brief discussion about playground equipment 
followed about insurance.  Somara noted that our insurers cover municipalities and may 
require advanced notice of switching out of the system. 
 
Keene Gas billing discussion followed.  The town negotiated a set/capped price for 
propane.  Keen Gas sent the bill for SLDC gas to Town.  Because the new lease which 
started in July 2016 stipulates that the town will no longer pay for the first $6,000.00 of 
propane, SLDC is responsible for the bill.  Keene Gas may not honor the negotiated fuel 
price because of the change of billing parties.  Somara will follow up on this matter and 
report back to the selectboard. 
 
 

Somara told the selectboard that Marie Tattersall has offered to help out the town with small 
accounting projects if needed.  Somara said that it has been difficult to get the auditors together 
because they all work full time.  Somara said that maybe Marie could help out by doing the bank 
reconciliation for the town accounts.  Dot Maggio made a motion to authorize Somara Zwick to 
hire Marie Tattersall for special accounting projects.  Bruce Mello seconded the motion. 
Discussion - Guy Tanza said that extra help on projects like this can be done and there is a 
special fund set up to pay auditors.  A vote was taken and all were in favor.  Somara will offer to 
hire Marie Tattersall to work on special accounting projects. 
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Dorothy Maggio made a motion to allow the Timpson Hill Preschool hold a fundraising event 
known as Rabbit Run to be held partly in Brookline on Saturday April 8, 2017.  Stan Noga 
seconded the motion.  Discussion:  Same route as last year.  Two portable restrooms will be set 
up: one at the recycling center and one near the green iron bridge.  A certificate of insurance will 
be sent to the town in March for the April 8th event,  A vote was taken and all were in favor. 
The 2nd Annual Rabbit Run for Timpson Preschool is approved for April 8th 2016 in Brookline. 
 
Correspondence: 
  
Appropriation Requests received from: 

1)  The Current  for $250.00 
2) NewBrook Fire Department for $9,000.00 
3) Moore Free Library for $225.00 
4) Windham Regional for $1,179.00 
5) Rescue for $14,734.00    *** contract to be signed 

 
Vermont Department of Health Letter regarding the appointment or election of our Town Health 
Officer (currently Bernardine Hoard with Dot Maggio as Assistant Health Officer).  Bernardine’s 
term expires on November 30, 2016.  Paperwork needs to be filled out at the next meeting. 
 
EMS Magazine  
 
Pay Orders: 
 
Dot Maggio made a motion to approve Payroll order 2017-21 dated 11-16-16 in the net amount 
of $5,994.40.  Bruce Mello seconded the motion.  No discussion.  A vote was taken and all 
present approved the payroll order 2017-21. 
 
Dot Maggio made a motion to approve Accounts Payable order  2017-20 dated 11-16-16 in the 
amount of $23,363.77.  Bruce Mello seconded the motion.  No discussion.  A vote was taken 
and all present approved the accounts payable order 2017-20. 
 
Set Agenda for December 7, 2017 
 

1. Elect/Appoint Town Health Officers 
2. SLDC Building Insurance Rate and Keene Gas Billing report from Somara 
3. Community Event Fund  
4. Report from Guy Tanza re:  GBR damage from logging 

            5. Report form Somara about using Bond money to repair failing culvert on GBR. 
6. BUDGET Meeting 
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Adjournment: 
Bruce Mello made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Stan Noga seconded the motion.  No 
discussion.  A vote was taken and all were in favor of adjourning the meeting.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:56 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted by:  Dorothy Maggio   November 17, 2016 
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