
Brookline Selectboard Meeting
DRAFT Minutes

July 20th, 2016 at 6:30 PM
Present:
Board: Stan Noga, Dorothy Maggio, Gwen Tanza

Members of the Public: Nancy Burke, Somara Zwick, Mark Bills, Cynthia Nau, Lauri Rowell, Peter Meyer,
Helen Samuels, Guy Tanza (video recording), Peter Barus (Minutes Recorder)

Call to order 
The Meeting was convened at 6:33 PM

Ms. Maggio was conducting the meeting in the absence of Ms. Hoard.

Changes to Agenda
Move SLD Water testing to Unscheduled Members of the Public, Nancy Burke.

Approve minutes of July 6, 2016
Mr. Noga asked that certain corrections be made as follows: that be additional persons be acknowledged for
the SDLC cleanup; that a recorded motion be corrected that was not made, to rescind a payment for water 
testing (Ms. Burke confirmed that she did not receive the payment.); P. 4 above “correspondence” should 
read: “Stan Noga will find out more about the need to update the floodplane issue.” Ms. Maggio (recorder 
for the July 6th meeting) noted and will make the changes.

Mr. Noga moved “to Approve the Minutes of July 6th, 2016 with corrections.” Second by Ms. Tanza. All in 
Favor.

Scheduled Members of the Public
Sunny Lane Day Care: Water testing
Nancy Burke discussed recent water testing at SLD; Level 1 Assessment is complete; she provided the 
2017 schedule. She explained that the routine quarterly sample was positive for total coliform, triggering 
additional sampling under State and EPA rules; all came back positive; she checked the system, finding no 
obvious potential source of contamination; ten more samples were requested; under new rules sampling 
must be repeated, but this does not require boiling the water; this the current status. One of the ten samples 
was positive; the system has been checked from end to end twice without finding a problem. 

There was discussion of water treatment alternatives, what is allowed, whether it is necessary, the history of
problems (ants, etc.)  with the system; test samples are collected from the tap. Mr. Mello suggested the 
problem could be in the piping, and treating the well might be in order, if allowed under the regulations.

Ms. Burke observed that she has not heard from the State since the ten samples were submitted. 

Her invoice was for about $555. There was discussion of the relative cost of shutting down, treating and 
flushing. Ms. Nau recalled that the problems have gone on for years, the way it was handled was to apply 
chlorine; a cause was never found. Mr. Noga discussed a previous event in 2014. 

Ms. Burked noted that the Level 1 Assessment has been submitted by mail.

There was discussion of monthly testing and the circumstances that could require this change from 
quarterly to monthly. Ms. Burke suggested that a voluntary monthly testing program could be less costly 
when a test is triggered.

There was discussion of possible sources of contamination, sediment, filtering, monthly testing, water 
treatment for better control at less cost. Ms. Burke suggested that estimates could be made projecting 
various alternatives and their respective costs.

Mr. Mello suggested filtering should be researched.

Mr. Noga observed that there has been a shift recently when many towns had to update their water plans; he
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asked Ms. Burke about a recent submission that was listed “non-accepted” or “in error”. Ms. Burke did not 
recall any problems with submissions. Mr. Noga noted that there had been a large number of approvals in 
process (1,400?) at the time. 

Mr. Noga asked Ms. Burke to look into this, to which she gave assent.

Mr. Maggio confirmed with Ms. Burke that there are five routine tests per year. The procedure is for Ms. 
Burke to call Mr. Tanza when a test is to be made, for access to the building.

Ms. Burke explained that as this quarter (July-August-September) begins, presumably the testing is still 
quarterly and will resume this way until further word is received. She provided additional documentation 
on previous testing going back to 2004, on Coliform and Lead/Copper.

Mr. Noga discussed methods of testing with Ms. Burke, who described the procedures followed..

Ms. Maggio noted that payment is to be approved at this meeting.

The Selectboard expressed appreciation for Ms. Burke’s time and efforts.

Lauri Rowell: Cornish decision
Ms. Rowell noted that no executive session is required; the Supreme Court Affirms the decision of the 
hearing officer. Tuesday Ms. Rowell, with an associate and Mr. Tanza, attended the Supreme Court session.
Oral argument lasted five minutes before a panel of three justices; she provided copies of the decision 
(“Entry Order, Supreme Court Docket No. 2016-031”.) 

Ms. Rowell recounted the history of the case, as also detailed in the Entry Order document. She observed 
that a foreclosure complaint had also occurred, so that the bank was actually responsible for paying the 
taxes. The Court noted in the ruling that “Taxpayer’s disagreement with the hearing officer’s conclusion 
does not demonstrate error..”

Vermont has a 30 day window in which to appeal decisions. There was discussion; it was noted that Ms. 
Cornish has appealed late before and succeeded. Mr. Noga pointed out that Mr. Cornish’s battle was with 
the hearing officer and an appeal seems doubtful. 

The Board applauded Ms. Rowell for her work, and thanked Mr. Tanza for his efforts in this matter as well.

Somara Zwick: Best Practice Guideline training
Ms. Zwick gave an overview of training for Best Practice Guidelines. The Planning Commission will 
receive a similar update.

Purchasing policy, procedures, how the Finance Accounting Group tracks activity; the policy is posted; 
subcommittees go to the Selectboard before making large purchases; written authorization is needed for any
expenditure; the Minutes show what has been approved; discuss with Mr. Tanza; if nothing else, an email 
may be sent to confirm authorization. Cash notifications procedures are clear for large expenditures, but for
small items as a courtesy a note should be sent to the Treasurer for approval by the Selectboard.

Information Sharing and confidentiality issues – things not to email: generally don’t sent bank numbers, 
Social Security numbers, Tax ID, EIN numbers. Watch out for SPAM inquiries and do not answer requests 
for such information, send a message to Ms. Zwick if such messages appear. Confidential information 
should be sent by FAX or regular mail as email is not secure. When in doubt, get in touch with the office; if
not comfortable with sending, ask the office to send.

Although not voting on subsidiary budgets, all subsidiary Committees should start budgeting; grantors want
budgets. Staying within voted parameters is “within budget”. Ms. Zwick would like people to get with 
Committees and look for unusual expenses in the coming FY, and ways to cover the amounts. As 
Schoolhouse and historical properties go through grant processes she will help with formatting. Managers 
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should be putting together their own budgets. She will email in late August or early September; think about 
what the voters should be asked to vote on. Peter Meyer has developed template for the Windham 
foundation, send Ms. Zwick an email requesting a template if needed.

There was discussion of donations such as to the Church Committee; all funds are Town funds;  the 
Committee gives the money to Treasury for deposit. Budgets will be compared to actual activity for 
tracking.

The Board thanked Ms. Zwick for her efforts and time.

Town Committee Chairmen
(None)

Unscheduled Members of the Public
(none)

Old Business
Road Foreman/Commissioner report
Mowing Bids

Ms. Maggio read a memo from Archie Clark regarding: bid for slope project on Parker Rd delayed until 
next meeting; Grassy Brook grant project on Athens Rd.; culverts completed except for pavement patching,
scheduled for the 22nd; Grassy Brook RFP go out soon; questions about materials. 

There was discussion with Mr. Bills of this and several other matters; a pothole complaint where paving the
corner might be effective, but paving a longer section by mailboxes would be better (8 by 25 ft, $1,500 cost
estimated); Mr. Tanza described the area as high traffic in need of attention; he will check the budget; might
be done while capping the culverts, though not paving up that far.

Mr. Mello moved “to allocate up to an additional $1,500. as part of the culvert capping job.” 

There was discussion of costs. It was ascertained that the money is on hand.

Mr. Noga Seconded the Motion. All in Favor.

There was discussion of another location under heavy use, Mr. Tanza noted that no overweight permit has 
been obtained; a certificate of insurance should be required from the company running this operation.

Mr. Bills noted another location (off Whitney Hill) where turning logging trucks are tearing up pavement; 
Mr. Tanza observed that Holten’s Logging is the vendor, and that no permits or certificates of insurance 
have been obtained. Logging is allowed by the Town between 8am and 10pm. Mr Noga agreed to follow up
on the matter.

Mr. Tanza observed that Mr. Bills did a good job with the mowing. 

Mr. Bills noted he had to make some repairs to the sickle-bar on the rented machine; he suggested an over-
the-rail mower would be more effective, but more costly; Mr. Tanza discussed making inquiries. Ms. Hoard
had dropped off a letter she received from a vendor she had called, bidding on 17 miles of mowing with a 
boom mower and sickle-bar, at $65./hr, total not to exceed $3,000. to begin “whenever the foreman” is 
ready.

There was discussion of the bid process that had been followed, and when the next mowing should be done.
Mr. Bills suggested the end of August. He pointed out that the poison parsnip has not seeded yet. It would 
have to be mowed more often if it is to be removed. There was discussion of the proliferation and tenacity 
of this noxious invasive weed.
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Mr. Noga moved “to authorized spending of up to $3,000. for mowing after August 15th, and no later than 
August 30th, 2016.” Second by Mr. Mello. All in Favor.

Mr. Mello noted for the record that the road work has been done well, and in 90 degree heat. The Board 
expressed gratitude and appreciation.

New Business
Mr. Noga provided information regarding the Sunny Lane Daycare swing set issue. To allow the 
Selectboard to make an informed decision, he had inquired about the Department of Children and Families 
that oversees the SLD, and found there is no specific requirement for certification of a swing set. Routine 
inspections will check that playgrounds are free of hazards and well maintained, including a soft surface 
(wood chips) beneath swings.

There was discussion of the history of the swing set (a gift from a class) and accountability. Mr. Noga 
described the damage to the swing set, and discussed repair methods and specifications for height of 
swings, etc. Mr. Bills offered to make repairs to the swing set. The licensee (SLD) should be consulted 
before a project is undertaken. Ms. Maggio suggested another Work Bee to general acclaim.

Ms. Tanza. moved “to confirm with Tina Bills that she would agree to the Town repairing the swing set,  
and, contingent upon Ms. Bills acceptance, to proceed with repairs to the swing set, not to exceed $750.” 
Second by Ms. Maggio.

There was discussion. Mr. Noga noted (as detailed in his memo to the Board) that he was informed that the 
regulations on childcare facilities will be revised as of September 1st, and will be more stringent. There was 
discussion of other resources on site (scrap wood and metal).

All in Favor.

Roger Poitras (4H group) had approached Ms. Maggio about use of the Church, with the podium, for a 
speech by  two of the children to a group of about 14 on Monday, August 1st, 2016.  Ms. Maggio offered to 
let them in and lock up after the event.

Mr. Noga moved “to authorize the use of the Community Center by the 4H group, coordinated by a 
Selectboard Member, August 1st, in the afternoon.” Second by Mr. Mello. 

There was discussion: Ms. Maggio will communicate with the Meeting House Committee and obtain the 
key.

All in Favor.

Pay Orders and correspondence
Correspondence

• Email from Mr. Noga re Sunny Lane Daycare Swing Set 7/20/16
• Email from Mr. Clark re paving
• Brookline Tax Administration Tax Year Status Report from the Auditors dated 7/14/16
• Service policy for service plan from Cota & Cota dated 7/12/16
• VT Local Roads re trenching and shoring scholarship program, 7/11/16
• State of Vermont Dept of Taxes dated 7/7/16 notifying tax rates: non-residential assessment: 

1.5581; Homestead: 1.6078
• ANR questionnaire to “contact” for SLD regarding water assessment; Ms. Maggio will discuss 

with Ms. Hoard and report.
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Pay orders
Ms Maggio moved “to approve A/P Warrant #2017-03 in the amount of $49,465.96.” Second by Mr. Noga. 
All in Favor.

Ms. Maggio moved “to approve Payroll Warrant #17-02 in the amount of $1,571.38. Second by Mr. Mello. 
All in Favor.

Set agenda for Agust 3, 2016
Sunny Land Daycare
Dogs
Cemetery Meeting with Charlie Marchant
Roads
Adjournment
Mr. Mello moved to Adjourn. Second by Mr. Noga.

The Meeting was Adjourned at 9:05 PM by unanimous consent.

Respectfully submitted, Peter Barus, Recorder, July 23rd, 2016.
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