
BROOKLINE SELECTBOARD MEETING

September 7th, 2016 at 6:30 PM.
Draft Minutes

Present:
Board: Bernardine Hoard, Dorothy Maggio, Stanley Noga, Gwen Tanza, Bruce Mello 

Members of the Public: Peter Meyer, Mark Bills, Archie Clark, Pete Newton, Win Clark, Kerry Bourne, 
Guy Tanza (Video recoring), Peter Barus (Minutes recorder)

Call the meeting to order 
The Meeting was convened at 6:30 PM.

Additions or deletions to agenda
Open Bids received for ledge removal and ditching, Grassy Brook Road
Peter Newton, contract for Church timbers, under old business
Hazard mitigation plan, under old business
Open Bids for shoulder work on Grassy Brook Road, under new business
Open Bids received for plowing and sanding, under new business
Approve minutes of the August 17 public hearing, under new business
Schedule discussion of Ice buildup issue and swing set at SLDC, under old business
(no deletions)
Approve minutes of August 17, 2016
Ms. Tanza moved “To approve the minutes of the Public Hearing held on August 17, 2016.” Second by Ms.
Hoard. All in Favor.

There was discussion of the Minutes for the Selectboard meeting that followed the public hearing.

Ms. Hoard moved “To approve the minutes of the Select Board meeting of August 17, 2016 as corrected.” 
Second by Ms Maggio. All in Favor.

Scheduled Members of the Public
Scott Bovat: SLDC water system
Mr. Bovat explained aspects of the water system at Sunny Lane Daycare, that the filter now in place is not 
part of the present water system, but was to protect the disused UV system. Ms. Maggio referred to 
paperwork on the UV system showing it was installed in 2008. Mr. Bovat explained that a UV system is 
intended to kill bacteria, and that the filter was mandated by the State after testing “to be used as needed”, 
and that the State has apparently ceased to follow up or monitor such systems. However, when the State 
inspects the system, there could be issues if the existing UV system had been changed subsequently. The 
present filter is a double filter. He discussed cartridge maintenance and costs of different filters.

Mr. Bovat discussed water tests that are normally done without charge, for hardness, iron, bacteria, noting 
that the present testing is probably more extensive. There was discusion of previous water testing, flushing 
of sediment, in-line filtering and other maintenance questions. Mr. Bovat distinguished the different issues 
and the types of filtering that address them.

Ms. Maggio noted that a June 27 2016 letter from the State requested level one assessment, and the 
implementation of a schedule of testing and reporting with Nancy Burke. Mr. Bovat recommended 
continuing to work with Ms. Burke while following the legal context closely as legislation may be 
changing.

There was discussion of variations in test results. Mr. Bovat noted that well location and water table height 
may affect bacteria levels at different times of year. There was discussion of putting the UV system back 
into service; odor filters; Mr. Bovat indicated that these are more expensive and tend to need more 
attention.
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Asked for a general recommendation, Mr. Bovat suggested asking more questions of Ms. Burke. There was 
discussion of steps mandated at each of three levels of contamination, and shocking the system. Mr. Bovat 
discussed that procedure. Ms. Maggio noted the legal requirements listed for such a procedure, and 
additional testing requirements that might entail.

Mr. Bovat suggested that a sediment filter would protect the lines and fixtures. The sediment filter now in 
the system is part of the disused UV system and is currently bypassed by cutoff valves.  If the UV system 
were turned on, the water would be filtered for sediment, but the filters must be maintained regularly.

There was further discussion of seasonal variations, a filter system installation, and monthly filter 
maintenance routines.

The Selectboard felt it needs further research. Ms. Maggio will speak with Ms. Burke and update the 
Selectboard.

Open Bids for the Legding and Ditching on Grassy Brook Road, Athens Road, Better 
Backroads Grant
Mr. Bills explained that the Better Backroads Grant is for a maximum of $20,000.

$27,550 was bid by A.S. Clark & Son. Three copies were provided as requested. Blasting was researched 
and will not be necessary.

The difference (above the grant) would come from the Highway Fund. Mr. Bills noted that there is a 
contract allotment.

Mr. Mello moved “That the bid from A.S. Clark & Son be accepted.” Second by Ms. Maggio. All in Favor.

Mr. Win Clark noted that Rescue Inc is having their annual consortium at Rescue Quarters in Brattleboro.

Unscheduled members of the public
Mr. Meyer introduced Pete Newton, who has bid on the timber work at the Meetinghouse.

Mr. Newton discussed the timber frame repair, explaining that the building should respond well to being 
returned to original shape. The front of the steeple rests on the brick wall, the back rests on a truss that 
failed many years in the past. Returning the truss to its original shape and adding a dimension timber 
should accomplish a good result. Good drawings were made by Jan Lawandoski that will inform the 
project.

Ms. Tanza asked when the project will begin, and Mr. Newton responded, “Shortly”.

Ms. Maggio discussed the “short-form model contract for limited services” as the format for this contract. 
Mr. Newton added that he has worked on many projects involving the State and has the necessary insurance
coverage.

Ms. Maggio moved “to accept the proposed timber frame repair on the Brookline Church by Pete Newton 
in the amount of $24,500, to be paid from funds approved at a previous meeting on record and also at 
Towm Meeting, to be disbursed in two installments, $12,500. initially and $12,000. on completion of the 
work.” Second by Mr. Noga.  All in Favor.

Mr. Bourne indicated that he will approve the work on behalf of the Town.

There was discussion. Mr. Newton will read and sign the contract. (Mr. Newton did so while the meeting 
continued. The Selectboard members signed the contract at 8:48 PM)
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Old Business
Road Commissioner/Road Foreman
Mr. Clark reported that the work on Merrill Drive began three weeks early. Vermont Road Works left with 
748 tons yet to complete, covering the areas planned. On further review it was found that further work will 
be necessary, and the remaining tonnage in the contract will cover about 4/10 mile. All load slips have been
submitted and checked. Vermont Road Works will return to complete the job.

There was discussion.

Mr. Clark explained that the grant is for class 2 road, and the Hill Road intersection is a class 3 road, but 
only required 60 tons, so the State is paying 80%. 

There was discussion of signage at the intersection. Mr. Mello suggested that stop signs be considered on 
Grassy Brook Road. Mr. Clark observed that left-turning traffic from Hill Road should see a Yield sign, and
improvement to visibility is needed at the corner. Ms. Hoard recalled that the property owner has not 
previously permitted trimming. Mr. Clark offered to speak directly with the property owner.

Mr. Noga moved “to direct Mr. Clark to discuss trimming foliage for visibility with the property owners at 
the intersection of Hill Road and Grassy Brook Road.” Second by Ms. Maggio. All in Favor. 

Mr. Clark observed that as Matt Mann of the WRC has moved on to another position, he has emailed 
inquiries to the Executive Director as to what needs to be done to complete the grant application for the 
Sand and Salt Shed, and has been informed that Chris Campany (WRC Exec. Dir.) has assumed that 
responsibility.

Shoulder work/Grassy Brook Rd
Mr. Clark noted that contractors often work for hourly rates (for example, $650/hr), and suggested RFPs for
such a small project be configured as a lump sum payment to make comparison of bids easier. There was 
discussion. Mr. Clark will write up the RFP. Ms. Hoard will place the appropriate advertisement. The 
Selectboard will discuss at the next meeting (September 21st), and opening of the bids will be placed on the 
October 5th agenda. 

Mr. Bills discussed general maintenance, nothing to report. 

Mr. Tanza mentioned that Ms. Zwick had asked about an invoice for $178,000 from Vermont Road Works. 
As VRW has not yet completed the work, Mr. Clark suggested that a pay order be made for September 21st, 
2016 as originally planned, to pay VRW on final completion of the work. There was consensus in favor.

Ms. Maggio asked about a “Trucks Entering Highway” or other appropriate sign going south on Hill Road 
past Ellen Ware Road. Also on Ellen Ware, “Hikers” or “Horses” signage. There was discussion. Mr. Bills 
suggested a Yield sign at the Hill Road intersection for left turns onto Hill Road from Grassy Brook Road, 
and also suggested Yield signs in two other locations. There was discussion, and locations were agreed.

Hazard Mitigation Plan
Ms. Maggio observed that the Selectboard is to enact a Resolution on the Hazard Mitigation Plan before it 
goes to WRC for approval and then to FEMA, to be eligible for additional funds and grants. She observed 
that the Report advises forming a Committee to update the Plan as changes are made to culverts, etc. She 
mentioned the section on Hazardous Materials Located in Town, suggesting that a big propane truck that 
parks in town every night might be relevant under this heading. There was discussion. Mr. Tanza pointed 
out that there is probably no zoning or other Town regulation to cover this. Ms. Maggio discussed 
generators and safety grants, and the timing of grant applications.
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Mr. Tanza noted that the Draft Plan has been open for suggestions from the public until September 6th, and 
was Warned for this meeting, when the Selectboard may approve the Draft, or deliberate further.

Copies were distributed to Mr. Clark.

Mr. Noga discussed a “flood person”. Called the State as “the flood person in Town” and there was no 
knowledge of this. Mr. Tanza pointed out that there is a Flood Plan in place as required, and he will call and
find out what else is needed, if anything.

Ms. Maggio noted that all Town buildings are within fifty yards of a flood-prone watercourse. Mr. Tanza 
remarked that he had moved all important papers and books to higher shelves in the Town Offices, at least 
four feet above the floor, upon assuming his present post.

Ms. Tanza noted a “Flood Plan Administrator” position. Mr. Tanza explained the purpose of this 
functionary. 

Ice Buildup at SLDC
Mr. Noga and Mr. Mello discussed scheduling a time to visit the site and plan appropriate repairs.

New Business
SLDC update
Mr. Mello has been calling ARC about emergency service,  without response, and asked for guidance. 
Consensus was that other providers should be explored. Mr. Mello recalled dealing with Keene Gas and 
suggested he would call them for a referral. There was discussion. Mr. Mello will continue to call ARC 
while exploring other options.

Plowing and Sanding Bids
Ms. Hoard moved “to advertise RFP for Plowing and Sanding for the October 5th meeting. Second by Mr. 
Noga. All in Favor.

Mr. Noga discussed putting doors at the bottom of the bulkhead stairs, and ductwork. Mr. Mello noted that 
SLDC has a positive fund balance of about $25.

Mr. Noga said he had volunteered to remove the swing set, but must now withdraw the offer. It was decided
to wait until there is more money available.

Ms. Maggio suggested putting an item on the Agenda each month for Mr. Tanza to make a general report, 
in view of his extensive knowledge. 

Ms. Maggio discussed following up on unlicensed dogs. Municipal tickets have not elicited a response 
from the State.

Pay Orders and Correspondence 
Correspondence
Mr. Tanza noted an invitation from VLTC for a delegate to their annual business meeting.

Ms. Hoard moved “to appoint Guy Tanza as VLTC Delegate.” Seconded by Mr. Noga. All in Favor.

Sept 6 Email from John Henderson with Town Highway Class 2 Roadway Grant Agreement. Members will
sign and return to AOT.

Periodical from Vermont Rural Fire Protection Task Force

North American Procurement Council, rec’d September 3
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Municipal Budgeting Workshop, rec’d Sept 27

Vermont Association for the Blind, rec’d Aug 29

VLCT News periodical 

Mr. Tanza reported that delinquent taxes are down to approximately $45,00.

Mr. Mello observed that Legal fees in the Cornish matter are paid in full.

Pay Orders
Ms. Hoard move “to approve Payroll Warrant 2017-08 in the amount of $1,651.19 for August 24th, 2016. 
Second by Ms. Maggio. All in favor.

Ms. Hoard moved “to approve Payroll Warrant no 2017-09 in the amount of $1,311.67 for September 7th, 
2016.” Second by Ms. Tanza. All in Favor.

Ms. Hoard moved “to approve Accounts Payable Warrant 2017-10 in the amount of $13,134.79 for 
September 7th, 2016.” Second by Mr. Noga. All in Favor.

Set Agenda for September 21, 2016
Adjournment
Ms Hoard moved to adjourn. Second by Mr. Mello. All in Favor.

The Meeting was Adjourned at 9:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Peter Barus, Recorder,September 9th,  2016
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