
Brookline Selectboard Meeting Minutes

DRAFT
June 15th, 2016 at 6:30 PM

Attending: 
Selectboard: Bernardine Hoard, Dorothy Maggio, Stanley Noga,Michael O'Donnell, Bruce Mello

Members of the Public: Mr. Clark, Mr. Bills, Ms. Zwick, Tara Cheney (Vermont Roadworks), Brian Siano 
(Lane Construction), Win Clark, Peter Barus (recorder)

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:31 PM.

Additions or Deletions to the Agenda
Email regarding the need to designate a lead paint testing person.
Under Old Business, a Round Schoolhouse issue.
Metal detector (Peter Meyer)
Phone line/fire alarm issue at SLDC
Splitting a bill
Supreme Court date, July 12th,  9:30 AM in Montpelier
Bids for culverts

Approve the Minutes for June 1st, 2016
Mr. Noga moved “to Approve the Minutes for June 1st, 2016 as corrected.” Second by Ms. Maggio. All in 
Favor.

Mr. Noga moved “to Approve the Minutes for may 31st, 2016.” Second by Ms. Tanza. All in Favor.

Scheduled members of the public
(none)

Unscheduled members of the public
Ms. Hoard moved “to wait until seven o'clock for the culvert bids, and go to the Putney Mountain issue.” 
Second by Mr. Noga. All In Favor.

Putney Mountain Grinding and Paving
Mr. Clark reported that Monday and Ttuesday's preparations were completed and the gravel started, should 
be done by the weekend, billed and paid by June 30th.

Mr. Bills reported that he is finishing Putney Mountain Road, to be ready for Wednesday.

Ms. Maggio noved “to move mowing up in the agenda.” Second by Mr. Noga. All In Favor.

Mowing
Mr. Bills called many rental companies without much success, so is reaching out further; a problem with 
more distant rental is transporting machinery adds more cost. There was discussion of potential rental 
locations; Mr. Bills had located a machine for sale in Maine with side-mounted sicklebar.

Mr. Bills passed along a request from Charlie Ezekiel for a culvert across the road above his house, as his 
driveway gets standing water; he owns both sides of the road, right about where the paving will be done 
next week, and asks if the Selectboard will consider putting in an 18" culvert. Cost is about $1,500. Paving 
is already ground for the location and there is sufficient time for this to be done.

Mr. Mello moved “to expend the money to add the culvert as requested.” Second by Ms. Maggio, All in 
Favor.
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Paving Bids
Bazin Brothers: $60.90/ton.
EME Mgmt Inc. DBA Springield Paving: $62.75/ton.
Lane Construction: $59.95/ton.
VT Roadworks LLC: 58.38/ton.

The representatives from Lane Construction and Vermont Roadworks addressed questions about their 
respective bids.

Mr. Clark discussed some possible modifications to the work under consideration.

Mr. Tanza discussed the budget. The Selectboard discussed various aspects of the submitted Proposals.

Mr. Mello moved “that the Vermont Roadworks bid of $58.38 per Ton be accepted.” Second by Mr. Noga. 
All in Favor.

Culvert Bids
Mr. Bills mentioned that of four bidders invited, only Mr. Clark was present.

A. S. Clark bid: $25,983. for eight culverts.

Mr. Bills addressed questions on types of materials to be used.

Mr. Mello moved "to accept the bid from A. S. Clark and son in the amount of $25,983." Second by Ms. 
Maggio. All in Favor. 

Sunny Lane Day Care: Clean out/dumpster/insurance claim
Mr. Mello discussed the water filtration system, noting that the UV system is non-functional. This may be 
the source of sediment problems. Ms. Maggio suggested signage indicating non-function.

Mr. Noga cited two required systems, one UV, one in furnace room, that had decreased pressure.

Mr. Mello reported consulting with Scott Bovat and Pat Mace. There was discussion of the need for a filter,
or where it might be if it exists. Mr. Bills suggested one of the existing filters might be usable. 

Mr. Noga moved "to authorize Scott Bovat to make an estimate to connect the water filter at SLDC." 
Second by Ms. Hoard. All in Favor.

Mr. Mello will call Mr. Bovat.

SLDC Cleanout:
Mr. Tanza discussed logistics, recycling bins/dumpsters, costs; he will meet with Bob Spencer (Windhan 
Solid Waste), at 6:00 PM Tuesday, June 21st, at the school.

There was discussion of possible donation recipients for the school equipment (desks). Ms. Maggio offered 
to make a poster for the event. 

Mr. Mello noted that The upstairs must be completely closed to public access during this event.  Mr. Tanza 
provided prices for dumpsters of different sizes,  $55 delivered, $145 removed, $110 per ton, up to 10 days,
$470. deposit.

Mr. Noga moved “to fund the $470. deposit for the 22-foot dumpster.” Second by Ms. Maggio. All in 
Favor.
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 Mr. Noga expressed the Selectboard's gratitude to Mr. Tanza for his work on the project.  There was 
discussion of plans and logistics. The Meeting House will hold an open house on the same day.

Insurance Claim
Mr. Tanza reported that the swing set replacement cost is $419. He is working on determining the 
deductible. Ms. Zwick added that the total quote, with installation, is $1,583.99 for equipment, $281.94 
shipping, $1,800.00 installation. She is filing the claim. There was discussion.

Ms. Hoard moved “to Table the Insurance claim matter until next meeting.” Second by Mr. Noga. 

After discussion, All in Favor.

Fire alarm/phone issue
Ms. Zwick discussed the fire alarm/phone line matter. She called Code 3 for information. There are plans to
change the internet service provider. The phone must not be cut off. More research is in progress.

There was discussion. Ms. Zwick will report at the meeting after next, and requests the Church Committee 
and the Cemetery Commission all meet to discuss best practices onn July 20th.

Ms. Hoard will put this on the agenda.

Mr. Mello read a Proposal from Marion Major of Windham Wood Heat Initiative. Since this had been 
rejected in previous meetings, Mr. Mello will inform WWHI that they are not under consideration.

There was discussion of propane transfer. Ms. Maggio reported that Gary Lavorgna says he knows a local 
propane technician, also known to Mr. Noga. Ms. Maggio asked about a Preferred Providers Letter. 

Ms. Zwick reported that workman's compensation requires contractors to fill out forms; she will call to find
out which contractors (if any) are required to get two witnesses, for next spring's 1099 audit. Mr Noga 
discussed a similar case, suggesting that policies and procedures have changed. Ms. Zwick observed that 
the Town passed the last audit. She thanked Louise for her organizational skills.

Mr. Mello reported that Scott Bovat agrees that there should be a backup plan in the event of boiler failure 
at SLDC. 

Three Members will attend the July 6th Selectboard Meeting.

New Business
Metal Detector
There was a note from Peter Meyer on the use of a metal detector at the Church property.

Mr. Mello moved "to give permission on condition that a Meeting House Committee member be present." 
Second by Ms. Hoard. All in Favor.

Paving
Mr. Clark reported that the paving bid is $60,000 short of the amount of the grant application; noting that 
the State doesn't like granting more than is needed, he will email explaining the situation and add the 
shoulders onto the work, which were not on the application; or extend the paving. It will probably be 
August before the project is extended. There was discussion.

Mr. Clark reported that Todd Menice moved on, is still with ANR Stream Alteration, but a new person 
(Scott Jensen) is coming to look at the salt shed site. There have been changes to the salt shed design 
requiring this visit to satisfy regulatory concerns. 
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There is a grant application fee of $200. Mr. Clark noted that Warrants to disperse cash must be signed by 
the Seledctboard, and asked that they be added to the Accounts Payable warrant for July 6tn so as to keep 
within the current fiscal year.

Ms. Hoard brought up the mowing machine rental in the amount of $600, 

Ms. Maggio moved “to approve expenditure of up to $600. for mowing the blacktop roads in Town.” 
Second by Mr. Noga. All in Favor.

VT State Plice Contract
The contract has not arrived yet and expires June 30th, Mr. Tanza noted. He will call the State Police 
tomorrow to ascertain the status of this contract.

Set Tax Rate
Ms. Zwick provided documents and updated information as estimated in the Town Report. Voted budget 
numbers are from the total Municipal Grand List. She explained the calculations resulting in just over a 7 
cent increase. The number to approve is 0.3965 as Municipal Tax Rate. There was discussion. 

Ms. Hoard moved "to set the Tax Rate at 0.3965." Second by Mr. Noga. All in Favor.

Ms. Zwick discussed the documents she had provided: the General Ledger Balance Sheet (containing the 
General, Highway, Rehab Loan, Historical, Reappraisal, Brookline Meetinghouse, and School Building 
Funds). The Highway Fund is owed approximately $78,000. Bond Revenue Balance is owed $150,000. The
School building is the only negative balance, by just over $5,000.

Mr. Mello discussed the Rehab Loan Fund. The Round Schoolhouse has $4,849.41. There was discussion 
of the Round Schoolhouse needs (shed in disrepair).

Regarding the Budget Status Reports for General Fund and Highway Fund, Ms. Zwick reported that the 
slight deficit in the General Fund this year is from legal fees, etc., and the Highway Fund in good condition.

Regarding the Planning Commission Report and Town Report, the Town lost John Reinhart's services. 
About $30,000 tax delinquency remains. The Brookline Meeting House has raised almost $5,000. The 
School Building has a deficit of $5,089. There was discussion.

Pay Orders and Correspondence
Correspondence
Vermont Local Road, VTrans Traning Center: rec'd June 9th.
Dog Copnlaint: rec'd June 9th. (Complainant must fill out a form, did one on May 3; Ms. Maggio sent a 
letter; will send another.)
Cargill: rec'd June 13th. (For road salt, Ms. Hoard signed.)
VLTC News: rec'd June 8th.
Supreme Court date: July 12th, 9:30 AM in Montpelier
Pay Orders
Ms. Hoard moved "to approve Accounts Payable #48 in the amount of $206,7 38.20.." Second by Ms. 
Maggio. All in Favor.

Ms. Hoard moved "to approve Payroll Warrant #49 in the amount of $3,534.88." Second by Ms. Maggio. 
All in Favor.
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Set Agenda for July 6, 2016
Ms. Maggio will attend.
Fire alarm/phone issue.
Insurance claim on the Swing Set.
Mr. Noga observed that some people don't want the fence on the cemetery; it is required by statute; if not 
fenced, Town is liable for twice the damages that may result. He recounted cases in which two children 
were killed in the past fifteen years, one crushed by a headstone (the Town won the suit as witnesses saw 
the child pulling the stone over); a child climbing tree over the fence was impaled (the Town lost the suit 
because the fence was not in good repair). Mr. Noga said tences were required in the old days to keep 
horses and cows out, because they fell into pine boxes, knocked down stones. The location in question is 
across from properties with horses and cows.

Ms. Maggio noted that most commissions agree on a fence, but the law has "may" or "might", and not 
"must" or "shall" in the wording. She has invited Mr. Marchand to a Cemetery Commission meeting so 
everyone can be on the same page. A lot of work to be done on the main cemetery, and four or five others 
are not fenced. This is the Selectboard's responsibility.

Mr. Noga cited VLCT advice that this is not the Selectboard's governance, individual grave sites are private
property, unless a Town notifies abutters that their trees are their responsibility.

The Chair added cemetery issues to the next Agenda.

Adjournment
Ms. Hoard moved to Adjourn. Second by Mr. Noga. All in Favor. 

The meeting Adjourned at 9:06 PM.

Respectfully submitted, Peter Barus, Minutes Recorder, June 19th, 2016.
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