
BROOKLINE SELECTBOARD MINUTES 02/19/2014 – DRAFT

Meeting was called to order by Acting Chairman, Thomas Staats at 7:10 PM.

SELECTBOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Thomas Staats
Bernardine Hoard
Archie Clark
Stanley Noga, Jr.

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:

Everett Mark Bills
Guy Tanza
Norman Solomon
Patricia Noga
Michael Staats
April Harkness
James Rogers
Lester Rink
Douglas Wellman
Jean Allbee
David Allbee
Barbara Bourne
Kerry Bourne

SELECTBOARD ACTIONS

Stan Noga, Jr. motioned to move the agenda topics of Brookline Baptist Church acquisition to
the first topic and Brookline Elementary School acquisition to the second order of business due
to the number of public individuals present and interested in those matters. Bernadine Hoard
seconded said motion and it passed unanimously.

BROOKLINE BAPTIST CHURCH ACQUISITION

Doug Wellman , Chairperson, of the investigative Church and School Acquisition Committee
stated that the members had one meeting.  The Committee is not providing a formal
recommendation as to whether or not the Town of Brookline should acquire the church.

As regards the Church, Doug stated that there appears to be no pressing need for repairs.  Based
upon 2009 estimates, the cost to fix steeple, steeple structure and roof ranged from $36,000 to
$84,000. There are other issues of bat guano, heating of the main sanctuary and possible
upgrading of heating of the rear church structure.



The drilled well on the school property is shared by the school and church.  So, there is a
question as to whether or not to separate the well.  There is some Committee members sentiment
to leave the current sharing  of the well in place.

Stan Noga, Jr. stated that there are 13 floor joists in the church which are rotted and in need of
replacement at some point.  A screwdriver can be driven significantly into those 13 joists.

Doug Wellman stated that the either the Brookline Baptist Church Ladies Benevolent Society or
the Historic Brookline Church Preservation Initiative have a deposit account with a balance
approaching $30,000 which would be given to the Town designated to be used for church
improvement purposes only. David and Jean Allbee confirmed the approximate account
balance and the church group’s willingness to include the account balance in the acquisition by
the town.

BROOKLINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ACQUISITION

Doug Wellman stated that if the school were acquired by the Town, the Town would not be “on
the hook” for any bond money received in the past for the elementary school.  He stated that if
the Town took ownership of the elementary school and subsequently sold the property, the Town
would be liable to the state for from 30% to possibly the total amount of $135,078 of a received
Education Building Construction Aid Grant.

Stan Noga, Jr. indicated that he had heard that a Town could not own property where it was
income producing. Doug Wellman stated that he felt there may be ways around that concept.
He sighted the Brattleboro Parking Garage as an example where the bottom level is leased to
businesses.

Mr. Wellman indicated that gross income from the lease of the Brookline Elementary School
will next year be $13,900. Expenses are approximately $6,000 for heating fuel and $2,000 for
phone and fire alarm for a total of about $8,000.  Under the current ownership of the school
system, income and expenses are split between Newfane and Brookline.

Norman Solomon suggested that the overviews for both the Church and the School be
distributed to the citizens of Brookline as soon as possible to provide sufficient time for people to
familiarize themselves with both topics to enable informed decisions at Town Meeting.

Tom Staats asked Doug Wellman if he would be able to prepare a handout for Town Meeting.
Doug said he would. There was a brief discussion concerning getting information to the citizens
immediately and Doug offered to provide to Julie Lavorgna a summary which she could send out
over her community e-mail service.  All felt that was a good idea.

Stan Noga, Jr. asked if any discussion of the Committee dealt with the amount of land needed
by the church for septic system and a replacement leach field.  In a recent exchange of land and
rights the church lot was increased from 0.47 acre to approximately 0.9 acre. Stan expressed
concern that if the church were to have increased usage the 0.9 acre may not provide sufficient
land for a replacement leach field. Tom Staats stated that if the town were to take ownership to



both properties, solving that concern by redrawing boundaries would be simplified. James
Rogers stated that voting first to take ownership of the school would allow citizens to feel
comfortable with land size and septic issues of the church. Doug Wellman stated that it would
be easy to by vote make sure the school acquisition matter was voted on before the church
matter.

GREER ROAD CLASSIFICATION

Lester Rink stated that from 1970 to 2004, when the town changed its accounting from a “by
road” manner to lumping costs together, Brookline had spent approximately $8,000 on Greer Rd.
Mr. Rink is concerned about the road being changed from a Class III road to a Class IV road.
Mr. Rink, at previous meetings indicated that it has been a Class III road for decades.

Tom Staats summarized how this matter got to the point it is at now.
a) Lester Rink has asked at least twice in the past 12 months for there to be road work

done on Greer Rd to allow usage of the road by a standard manufactured pleasure car
(one of the minimum standards of a Class III highway). Mr. Rink stated that to his
recollection, Greer Rd. had always been a Class III road.

b) Since said request would require heavy equipment, dump trucks, etc. to cross the
Greer Rd. bridge, Brookline’s Road Foreman looked at said bridge to assure that it
could be crossed by the necessary equipment and vehicles to make repairs to Greer
Rd.

c) The Road Foreman found decayed bridge beams and apparent abutment issues. Road
Foreman advised Road Commissioner who subsequently viewed the bridge. Road
Foreman and Road Commissioner subsequently informed Selectboard of concerns
about safety of vehicles crossing the bridge, especially those that would be needed to
perform work on Greer Rd.

d) Since Greer Rd. is currently categorized as a Class III road, the town can seek state
aide/grants for bridge repair rather than having to pay the entire cost to cure if it were
a Class IV road.  The Road Commissioner contacted the District 2 office of AOT to
begin the process of acquiring information and services to allow bridge repair to
ultimately be done.

e) Upon inspection of Greer Rd. bridge by the District 2 representative of AOT, the
representative looked at Greer Rd. and informed the Road Commissioner that Greer
Rd. does not meet Class III road specifications. The Road Commissioner asked the
District 2 representative of AOT if there were any records within AOT which would
shed light on Greer Rd’s Classification status.  The representative agreed to see what
information  AOT had on the matter.

A) In response to inquiry by John Alexander, Project Manager, District 2 AOT of Jonathan
Croft, VTrans Mapping Unit the following documents were received by Mr. Alexander
and forwarded to the Brookline Road Commissioner.

1.) Greer Rd was Re-classified to a Class IV highway due to Act 63 in either 1973 or
1974.

2.) July 10,1974 the Brookline Selectboard requested of AOT that Greer Rd be re-
classified from a Class IV highway to a Class III highway.



3.) Letter dated August 26, 1974 from John Clifford, District Engineer of AOT
stating that Greer Rd did not meet Class III standards in his opinion due to eight
specific characteristics.

4.) Copy of 1981 Mileage Certificate with minimal related documentation and the
statement that, “The documentation with the Mileage Certificate is thin on the re-
classification process.”

5.) Mr. Croft further states, “If this highway is not being maintained by the town of
Brookline to Class III standards, we can notify the town and if not brought back to
standard, we will deem it ‘Not up to Standard’ and pull state funding of the 0.35
miles of highway.

B) John Alexander , Project Manager, District 2 AOT advises Brookline’s Road
Commissioner in an e-mail dated October 18, 2013 that, “It does not look like Brookline
held-up their end of the deal.  The Town had 5 years to bring the road to Class III
standards and it appears as that never happened, that should have been addressed at that
time but it must have gone unnoticed.”

C) Options offered the Town of Brookline in 1974 by John D. Clifford, District Engineer,
AOT.

1.) Have an engineer from Montpelier inspect the road and provide his opinion as
to whether or not Greer Rd met Class III standards.

2.) Make Greer Rd a Provisional Class III highway with the requirement and
agreement that Greer Rd would be brought –up to Class III standards over a 5
year period.

D.) Other Documents found in Brookline Town Records
1.) Letter from Springfield, VT, attorney Natt Divoll dated May 5, 1980 addressed
to Lester D. Rink c/o Brookline Selectboard stating that he remembers the contact
of several years ago regarding this same issue.  Atty. Divoll provides overview of
state and town roles in highway reclassification and states that it is unlikely that
Greer Rd meets Class III standards.
2) Letter from J.E.R. Landry, AOT Project Planning Engineer dated December 1,
1980 requiring the Brookline Selectboard to properly execute the Mileage
Certificate that covers the time period expiring on February 10, 1981.  The
Mileage Certificate was only signed by Harland Allbee when it should have been
signed by all selectmen.
3) A subsequent Mileage Certificate for the time period expiring on February 10,
1981 executed by all selectmen.
4) Copy of Selectboard minutes dated January 7, 1981 stating that the Selectboard
executed the Mileage Certificate.

E.) Summary Status
1.) Law requires a survey or detailed description of the highway being reclassified
be on  file in the Town Office and a copy be supplied to the AOT. It appears that
was not supplied by the Brookline Selectboard at that time to either the  town or
the state.
2) Law requires a copy of the Selectboard Minutes showing the actual vote to re-
classify a highway be on file at the town’s Town Office and a copy be sent to
AOT.  That letter appears to never have been generated.  Nor can any Brookline
Selectboard minutes be found showing a formal vote was ever taken to reclassify



the road.
3) Law requires a town to hold a Special Meeting specific to a roads classification
in order to present to the public the intent to change road classification and to
obtain citizens input and feelings about a classification change.  There is no
record of such a special meeting  having been held for this specific re-
classification before the re-classification occured.

Doug Wellman asked if the Selectboard had asked the District 2 AOT Engineer to look at any
other roads such as Ellen Ware Rd or Parker Rd. Stan Noga, Jr. stated that in light of what
happened in regard to Greer Rd he wondered if having said Engineer investigate Ellen Ware Rd
or Parker Rd was a good idea.

Tom Staats added that current state budget constraints make highway monies limited.  He
further stated that bridge replacement due to proximity to water involves other agencies than
simply AOT. State Historical Division needs to be involved to determine whether or not Native
American’s used the location of the bridge.  There are at least two other state agencies that
scrutinize such  bridge replacement projects.

Tom Staats stated that as a Class IV road the Town would still be spending monies on Greer Rd
to provide some continuity of the roads condition.

James Rogers asked if there is any way to negotiate with the state on this road issue?

Stan Noga, Jr. stated that was one of the reasons Tom Staats and he spoke with the town’s
attorney. Selectboard members try to place themselves in the situation the citizens  are in on any
give issue.  We try to do what is best for the majority of citizens.  Since this particular matter of
Greer Rd involved not only a Town mistake but also a state mistake we wanted to see if there
was any mileage (no pun intended) we could get out of that.  What we learned in our discussion
with both the town’s attorney and AOT staff is that the state is the state.  They call the “shots”.

Stan Noga, Jr. stated that in theory, the Town of Brookline could be required to pay back to the
state all monies received from the state from the  time Greer Rd was re-classified as a Class III
road due to the incomplete manner that the Selectboard at that time re-classified the road and the
subsequent lack of follow-up.  However, Tom Staats has spoken at length with AOT about
whether or not Brookline would have to repay any money. Tom was ultimately advised that, at
this time it was unlikely that Brookline would be asked to repay the monies.  But, it was not a
guaranty.  In summary, it is unlikely that Brookline would have to repay the highway money
previously received for Greer Rd.

2014 MILEAGE CERTIFICATE

Archie Clark observed that the letter accompanying the Mileage Certificate gave Brookline
until next year to deal with Greer Rd on the form.

Both Tom Staats and Stan Noga, Jr. began speaking at the same time noting that the town’s
attorney recommended moving , with astrik, Greer Rd to a Class IV category noting that the



Selectboard is placing on the Town Warrant the matter of bringing up to Class III standard Greer
Rd. as  well as the replacement of Greer Rd bridge.  Furthermore, the attorney suggested that if
the state changed its mind on repayment of highway funds, it would be one less year that would
have to be paid.

CREDIT CARD POLICY

The revised Credit Card Policy incorporated many of the suggestions which Stan Noga, Jr. had
recommended for added enforcement and safety was handed out for review. Stan Noga, Jr.
motioned to accept the revised Credit Card Policy.  Bernardine Hoard seconded said motion
and it was unanimously approved.

SELECTBOARD MINUTES

Stan Noga, Jr. apologized for the tardiness of the several meetings worth of minutes. His
father’s failing health and ultimate death necessitated having to use extra time to tending to
various family things as well as daily visits to his father.

Minutes of the 12/18/2013 Selectboard Meeting were reviewed.  Tom Staats motioned to accept
those minutes as sumitted. Archie Clark seconded said motion.  It was unanimously passed.

Minutes of the 01/02/2014 Selectboard Meeting were reviewed.  Changes were recommended by
Tom Staats and Archie Clark. Bernardine Hoard made motion to accept the minutes as
changed. Tom Staats seconded said motion and it was unanimously approved.

Minutes of the 01/15/2014 Selectboard Meeting were reviewed.  Minor changes were
recommended. Tom Staats motioned to accept the minutes as amended. Bernadine Hoard
second said motion and it was unanimously passed.

COLE GRAVEL PIT

The Town of Brookline is required as part of the Environmental process to state its opinion on
the proposed expansion of Cole Gravel Pit.

The Selectboard created a memorandum to A.S. Clark that it has reviewed the survey, use maps,
materials and information provided to the Town of Brookline by A.S. Clark and its engineering
firm and deems the operations to be conducted in both the expansion of the site and the normal
business resulting from said expansion is not an undue or of adverse impact to either the town or
character of the neighborhood around the site.

Stan Noga, Jr. motioned to issue said memorandum. Bernardine Hoard seconded said motion.
It was unanimously passed.  Archie Clark recused himself from this vote.

HIRING SELECTBOARD RECORDING CLERK

Stan Noga, Jr. stated that he did not place an ad in the Brattleboro Reformer for the SelectBoard



Recording Clerk since he did not know who was going to stay on the  board and who was going
to come onto the Board.  He felt that it would be best for the next board to hire a person of their
liking.

BROOKLINE WEBSITE UPDATE

Stan Noga, Jr. advised the board that he had contacted Marjorie Ray about possibly updating
the Brookline Website.  Marjorie indicated interest but did not want to infringe on Amy Neibel’s
involvement if Amy wished to continue in that capacity.

Stan Noga, Jr. then advised that he tried a different e-mail address for Amy and did get a reply.
Amy graciously stated that she would like to be of help if she could.

Stan Noga, Jr. reminded the Selectboard that he had forwarded a resume and cover letter from a
Mr. Andreas de Daanen who expressed interest in working for a fee to upgrade and maintain the
Brookline website.

Guy Tanza volunteered to take over responsibility for upgrading the website.  He stated that it
has been too long in the coming.  He expressed a desire to have a complete site with changes,
current officers and volunteers  within 30 days.

Stan Noga, Jr. motioned to accept Guy Tanza’s offer to take over responsibility for the
Brookline Website.  Archie Clark seconded said motion.  It was unanimously approved.

Tom Staats stated that given the fact that we have already experienced volunteers and then not
gotten a completed website that Guy look to hire someone who would be responsible for
providing the town with a solid completed site. Stan Noga, Jr. echoed that sentiment.  Guy
stated that he has investigated the sites which the State of Vermont assists with and they are good
sites.  He also stated that he’d like to use local people.  A Selectboard member (I cannot
remember who) asked if Two Wired Guys would want to help with the website. Stan Noga, Jr.
stated that that would be a good idea.  But, his last conversation with Dan Meehl  left him with
the impression that it was not a business aspect that Dan wanted to offer.

WINDHAM HILL TRAIL ACCESS

Tom Staats advised the Selectboard that Norman Solomon and the tenant in the rental house
near the entrance to the Windmill Hill Trail like the new entrance.  It has eliminated problems for
both Mr. Solomon and the tenants with blocked driveway, etc.

TOWN OFFICE KEY

Archie Clark is not running to complete the remainder of the Selectboard position he has filled
temporarily.  He handed his key to Bernardine Hoard who did not have a key. Guy changed his
key records to show the change.



BROOKLINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BASEMENT WALK THROUGH FOR TOWN
MEETING

Guy Tanza requests a walkthrough by at least a couple of Selectboard members to be sure that
the Town Meeting Room is clean and ready to accommodate the meeting. Given that the
building is leased and will be used by the tenant, access to the Town Meeting Room in the school
basement will probably be through the schools rear basement door.

PAY ORDERS

Accounts Payable Warrant # 29……………… $20,784.70
Payroll Warrant #30………………………...… $1,226.80
Accounts Payable Warrant # 31……………….  $5,802.22
Payroll Warrant #31…………………………     $1,269.23

Stan Noga, Jr. pointed out that there are two #31 and we need to ask either the Treasurer or
Assistant Treasurer which item should be #32.

Other than the nomenclature of correct number, all checks seem to be in order.  All pay orders
were unanimously approved subject to the treasurer renumbering the proper warrant to number
#32.

CORRESPONDENCE

IRS REFUND OF INTEREST AND PENALTY for Period 12/31/2007 i/a/o ..$2,840.62
IRS REFUND OF INTEREST AND PENALRY for Period 12/31/2005 i/a/o...$1,026.64
TOWN OF PUTNEY seeking payment of $1,792.54 for plowing of Purple Mountain and
Bennet Roads.  Years ago, Putney and Brookline agreed that Brookline would receive a bill for
plowing and upkeep of Bennet and Purple Mountain Rds in the amount of the real estate taxes
owed to the Town of Brookline by Putney for real estate owned by the Town of Putney in the
Town of Brookline.
OVERWEIGHT PERMIT APPLICATIONS

Newport Sand and Gravel, Inc.
Lynde Well Drilling

DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Hazard Mitigation Documentation
Grant Opportunities

Fitts, Olson & Giddings
Bill in amount of $501.98 for services rendered by Atty. Laurie Rowell regarding the Tax
Appeal being litigated.

ADJOURNMENT

Stan Noga, Jr. motioned to adjourn this meeting at 10:32 PM.  Archie Clark seconded said
motion. It was unanimously approved.



Respectfully submitted,

Interim Recording Secretary

Stanley E. Noga, Jr.


