
BROOKLINE SELECTBOARD MINUTES 01/15/2014 - DRAFT

Meeting was called to order by Acting Chairman, Thomas Staats at 7:05 PM.

SELECTBOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Thomas Staats
Bernardine Hoard
Archie Clark
Stanley Noga, Jr.

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:

Somara Zwick

SELECTBOARD ACTIONS

Stan Noga, Jr. motioned to move the Pay Orders to the top of the meeting’s agenda to better
interface with the Board’s discussions with town Treasurer, Somara Zwick. Archie Clark
seconded said motion.   It was unanimously so voted.

PAY ORDERS

Accounts Payable Warrant #27…$16,102.07
Payroll Warrant # 28……………… $878.00

TOWN OF BROOKLINE PAYROLL

Somara Zwick informed the Selectboard that as of 01/01/2014 Peoples United Bank was
handling the town’s payroll. Somara provides the employees’ hours to the bank.  The bank
provides a Report Preview for the town’s approval.  Upon town review and approval the bank
does a run of checks and maintains the records for tax reporting and any future  documentation
needs.

BUDGET WORK

Hill Road – Greer Pond Damage - Grant

Somara indicated that she has filed in her work area the Greer Pond Highway Grant paperwork.
She advised of its specific location to enable access as needed by the Board.

Highway Fund Balance

Archie Clark asked about the dollar amount of  the net remaining bond monies from the Putney
Mountain Bridge work. Somara indicated that it is in the $110,000 +/- amount on the Balance
Sheet.



Somara suggested an adjustment in the Delinquent Tax Receiveables.  The accounting software
from NEMRC is not able to separate the revenues and payments  in the Municipal and Education
Tax Categories.  As a result, there needs to be a $61,608.00 adjustment made for accurate
balance representation.

Somara indicated that with a few more entries made, the General Fund Surplus was hovering
around $12,847.84.   That number may change slightly but not by a large amount. Somara will
enquire of  VLCT the specific phraseology and options available to the citizens  to assist in their
decision as to the disposition of the surplus.

It was mentioned that effective 01/01/2014 the federally recognized travel mileage
reimbursement rate was increased from $0.55.5 to $0.56 per mile.

Tom Staats asked the Boards feelings about increasing the Highway Bridge Fund by $12,298.
Archie Clark motioned to increase said account by $12,298. Stan Noga seconded said motion.
Unanimous passage.

Upon review of the adjusted budget, Archie Clark motioned to approve the Highway Fund
Budget of $147,065. Stan Noga seconded said motion.  Unanimous passage.

Bernadine Hoard motioned to accept the adjusted Municipal Budget of $88,487. Archie Clark
seconded.  Passage was unanimous.

The combined budgets total $235,552.  The anticipated surplus can be applied against this
budget amount to reduce the amount  needed to be raised by taxation.

OTHER SELECTBOARD ACTIONS

A review of the calendar and statute time requirements for Town Warrant to be ready means that
the Selectboard must have the Town Warrant to the Auditors by the end of the day January 23,
2014.

Stan requested approval to place an ad for a Selectboard Clerk in the Brattleboro Reformer.  He
has too many functions “on his plate” and does not feel well about continually being late with
minutes. Stan Noga motioned that an add be placed in the Brattleboro Reformed for a
Selectboard Clerk. Archie Clark seconded said motion.  Passage was unanimous.   A prior
solicitation for a Selectboard Clerk via Julie Lavorgna’s community e-mail did not produce any
interest.  The employment add should indicate that the applicant is not required to be a Brookline
resident.

Brookline Website

Tom Staats advised the Board that a representative of Leland & Grey Union High School
responded to his prior inquiry as to any interest of students participating in Brookline’s website
progression.  The response received was that the student turnover as they go from year to year



does not make for a consistency in such a project.  As a result, there are no students who would
be able to take the project over.

Stan Noga motioned that any costs incurred in the future for website work be included in the
category of Internet Expense. Archie Clark seconded said motion.  Passage was unanimous.

Amy Neibel indicated interest to Somara Zwick in the past couple of months of performing work
on the Brookline website. Stan volunteered to contact Amy as a follow-up to that concept. She
had set-up the website and it would make sense to simply continue with Amy.

Archie Clark motioned to invite Lester and Kim Rink to the 02/05/2014 meeting to review the
documentation  from the state showing that Greer Road had not complied with either DOT
regulations or state law when the then Selectboard changed it from a Class IV road to a Class III
road in the early 1970’s. Stan Noga seconded said motion.  Passage was unanimous.
Bernadine Hoard will contact Mssrs. Rink and extend an invitation .

Tom Staats suggested that everyone on the Board familiarize themselves with the statutes
pertaining to changes in road classification to include new roads as well as road discontinuance.

Archie Clark volunteered to produce the Town Warrant addressing the issues of the Budget
Surplus, possible Baptist Church Ownership and possible Brookline Elementary School
Ownership.

Archie Clark advised the Board  of an Informational session at the Brookline Town Office on
January 23, 2014 regarding the  Clark Gravel Pit Expansion.  The public and the Brookline
Planning Commission are invited.  The session will be from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM.  A set of
plans, information, etc. will remain at the Town Office for review by anyone during normal town
office hours.

REVIEW OF PRIOR SELECTBOARD DRAFT MINUTES

Tom Staats motioned to defer review of the Selectboard Minutes of 12/18/2013, 01/02/2014 and
01/15/2014 to the 02/05/2014 Selectboard meeting.

Stan Noga apologized for not having prepared the draft of minutes.  He stated that he has not
had either enough time and/or energy to prepare the recent minutes but assumes he will have
them  for the next meeting. His father has been getting progressively more ill over the past
several weeks.

CORRESPONDENCE

Agency of Transportation sent forms for Certification of Mileage of town highways and roads.
These must be executed at the first meeting in February and returned to the VT DOT by
02/14/2014.

Notice from the Vermont Rural Fire Prevention Task Force



ADJOURNMENT

At 10:02 PM Bernardine Hoard motioned to adjourn the Selectboard Meeting.  Archie Clark
Seconded said motion.  Passage was unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,

Interim Recording Secretary

Stanley E. Noga, Jr.


