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Historic Brookline Church Advisory Committee Minutes 
 

February 10, 2015 

DRAFT 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 P.M. by Stan Noga. Committee members present: Peter Meyer, Stan 

Noga, Helen Samuels and NEW HBCAC member Bruce Mello. No members of the public were present.  

The minutes of January 27, 2015 were reviewed, amended and approved by the committee. 

 

Peter presented a final update on the Holiday greeting card fundraiser that was sent to all property owners in 

December. We have received $1810 in donations with one reissued check request outstanding.  The committee 

is very happy with the results of the fundraiser and thanked Peter for his efforts and the community for their 

generosity and support. 

 

Peter also presented an update on the Brookline Calendar Fundraiser. The 8” X 11” wall hung calendars contain 

vintage and current photos of the church building and scenes around Brookline and are available at the 

Brookline Town Office during normal business hours. Cynthia Nau is selling them at Teacher’s Treasures on 

route 30 in Newfane. You can also make other arrangements by emailing peter_hans@comcast.net. The 

calendars can be mailed. Checks should be made payable to “Town of Brookline” with a memo “Historic 

Brookline Church Calendar”. We have plenty of calendars available and we would love to sell all of them to 

maximize our fundraising efforts. 

 

In Kerry’s absence, he asked Peter M. to report his progress with the steeple frame repair preparations. Kerry 

has an active dialog with Pete Newton (Heavy Timber Framer) and Jan Lewendoski (State approved Historic 

Restorations). Pete N. has vast experience building and repairing heavy timber framed buildings. Pete recently 

completed a repair on the Congressional Church steeple in Townshend.  Jan was the follow-up engineer on that 

job and Jan endorsed Pete’s work. Pete N. has contacted Jan and asked if he’s willing to come to Brookline to 

discuss specific questions and concerns that Kerry and Pete N. have. The cost of Jan coming to Brookline for 

the day and answering questions during the following days is $500. Stan has been in contact with Lisa Ryan 

(PTVT) to inquire whether a full or partial grant is available for the planning stages of this repair. Stan feels 

there are funds available and will follow up with Lisa. Bruce will alert the selectboard of this upcoming expense 

and get approval for a sum of money. The amount is dependent on any grants that might be available. 

 

Helen handed out a rough draft she has been working on to be used in the grant application process. Her draft 

starts with the town voting last year to purchase the church property for $1. Then she drafted the history of the 

building, she created examples of future uses of the building, and as we gain more information she’ll add the 

needed repairs, scope of work, cost estimates, timeframe and proposed final outcome of the project. Stan 

suggested we ask April Harkness (grant writer) to review our draft to be sure we’re headed in the right 

direction. 

 

Our committee would like to do a short presentation at Town Meeting to inform others of immediate repairs that 

need to be done to the building and why. Which repairs could wait and ask the community for their ideas of 

future uses for the building. Stan spoke with Josh Hanford, Director of the AC&CD and he has received written 

release of the $35,000 in rotating loan funds. The selectboard may use this money however they see fit. Our 

committee would like the opportunity to discuss it at Town Meeting. We feel spending the money on 

renovations at the Historic Brookline Church building would benefit everyone in the community. It would also 

fatten up our repair account which would increase our chances for larger grants. We realize there are lots of 

other ways to spend the money that would benefit the community. 
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The committee has taken on the task of organizing the luncheon at Town Meeting with proceeds to benefit the 

Historic Brookline Church Restoration projects. This is a daunting challenge since none of us have done this 

before. We plan on asking members of our community to help by bringing food dishes, casseroles, deserts, 

drinks, etc. Peter will follow up with Guy to confirm what items the town already has like a coffee earn, tables, 

plastic utensils, etc. 

 

Up until now Bruce Mello has attended our meetings as the selectboard liaison. Bruce has endless energy, great 

ideas and tends to jump into whatever he does with both feet. He recently requested that he become a full voting 

member of the Historic Brookline Church Advisory Committee which was approved unanimously by the 

selectboard. Bruce brings a lot of experience, resources and energy to the table and we are excited to have him 

on board.  We’re all working hard this winter with the expectation of hitting the ground running in the 

springtime.  We encourage others in our community to attend our meetings to see if you might also have 

something to contribute.  

 

Our next BCPC meeting is scheduled for February 24
th

 at 7:00 PM at the Brookline Town Office. The meeting 

was adjourned at 9:25 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, Peter Meyer 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook at “Historic Brookline VT Church Renovations” 


